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furtnbr configured to initiate retrieval of said stub when the remote method reference detector detects 
that a remote method reference has been received in said execution environment. 



3 (Amended). A sh^ retrieval and loading subsystem as defined in claim 1 further including a 
remote method invocarion control [for controlling] configured to control invocation of said remote 
method, said stub retrieverfinitiating] being further configured to initiate retrieval of said stub when 
the remote method is invoked 



4 (Amended). A stub retrieval and loading subsystem as defined in claim 1, the remote method 
invocation system further including [a] the s^srver, the server [for processing] being configured to 
process said remote method in response to a^rocessing request therefor, the server further 
[providing] being configured to provide said stub iiKfesponse to a retrieval request from said stub 
retriever. 



5 (Amended). A stub retrieval and loading subsystem as definlsd in claim 4 in which server 
[provides] is configured to provide a separate address space for processk^g said remote method from 
an address space provided by said execution environment. 



^*V( Amended). A stub reb<eval and loading subsystem as defined in claim 4, further comprising a 
remote server identifier [for ph^viding] configured to provide a server identification for identifying 
said server. 



8 (Amended). A stub retrieval and loading subsystem as defined in claim 7 further including a 
remote method reference detector [for detecting] configured to detect whether a remote method 
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referenSpe has been received in said execution environment, the remote method reference including 
a remote^ethod server identifier[, the remote server identifier using] configured to use the remote 
method server identifier as the server identification. 



9 (Amended). AWb retrieval and loading subsystem as defined in claim 7 further including a 
remote method invoWion control [for providing] configured to provide a remote method invocation 
identification for controlling invocation of said remote method, the remote method invocation 
providing a remote metn&d server identifier, the remote server identifier using the remote method 
server identifier as the servter identification. 



10 (Amended). A stub retrieval ai^ loading subsystem as defined in claim 7, the remote method 
invocation system further including a^ameserver [for providing] configured to provide a said server 
identification, said remote server identiiier initiating communication with said nameserver to obtain 
the server identification for said remote method. 



1 1 (Amended). For use in connection v^ith a remCite method invocation method, a stub retrieval and 
loading method for facilitating the retrieval and loading of a stub for a remote method into an 
execution environment to facilitate invocation of the remote method by a program executing in said 
execution environment, the stub retrieval method commsing the steps of 

A. a stub retrieval step [for] of initiating a retrieval of^aid stub from a server associated with 
processing of said remote method : and 

B. a stub loading step [for] of, when said stub is received, loading said stub into said execution 
environment, thereby to make the stub available for use in remote invocation of said remote 
method. 
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14 (Amended). A stub retn§>al^d loading method as defined in claim 11, the remote method 
invocation system further including [a^ ^e steps of enabling the server [for processing] to process 
said remote method in response to a processing^request therefor, and enabling the server [fiirther 
providing] to provide said stub in response to a retrievalife^est fi*om said stub retriever. 



1 2^7^ ^ (Amended). Vor use in connection with a remote method invocation system, a stub retrieval and 
]|^2 » loading computerprogram product for controlling a computer to, in turn, control the retrieval and 
loading of a stub fona remote method into an execution environment to facilitate invocation of the 
remote method by a pM)gram executing in said execution environment, the stub retrieval computer 
program product composing a computer-readable mediimi having encoded thereon: 



3 
4 
.5 

6 
7 

8 
9 

10 



A. stub retriever code devices configured to enable said computer to initiate a retrieval of said 
stub [; and] from a seWer associated with processing of said remote method: and 

B. [a] stub loader code deVices configured to enable said computer to, when said stub is 
received, [loading] load said stub into said execution environment, thereby to make the stub 
available for use in remote invocation of said remote method. 



\ 21 (Amended). A stub retrieval and loadingxomputer program product as defined in claim 2 1 further 

2 including remote method reference detectoXcode devices [for enabling] configured to enable said 

3 computer to detect whether a remote methW reference' has been received in said execution 

4 environment, the stub retriever code devices [enabUng] being configured to enable said computer 

5 to initiate retrieval of said stub when the remote mkhod reference detector code devices enable said 

6 computer to detect that a remote method reference has been received in said execution environment. 
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1 23 (Amended)?^ stub retrieval and loading computer program product as defined in claim 2 1 further 

2 including remote r^ethod invocation control code devices [for enabling] configured to enable said 

3 computer to control invocation of said remote method, said stub retriever code devices [enabling] 

4 being configured to enable said computer to initiate retrieval of said stub when the remote method 

5 is invoked. 



3 
4 
5 



24 (Amended). A stub retrieval and loading computer program product as defined in claim 21, the 
remote method invocation system fiirther including [a] the server, the server being configured for 
processing said remote method in response lo a processing request therefor, the server fiuther 
[providing] further configured to provide said stuKin response to a retrieval request from said [stub 
retriever] computer . 



1 25 (Amended). A stub retrieval and loading computer prograiKproduct as defined in claim 24 in 

2 which server [provides] is configured to provide a separate address^ace for processing said remote 

3 method firom an address space provided by said execution enviror 



(Amended). A stub retrieval and loading computer program product as defined in claim 24, 

2 further comprising remote server^entifier code devices [for enabling] configured to enable said 

3 computer to provide a server identifick^pn for identifying said server. 

— — ==±L^ 



<3^29 (Amended). A stub retrieval ah^ading computer program product as defined in claim 27 further 

2 including remote method invocationbqntrol code devices [for enabling] configured to enable said 

3 computer to provide a remote method invistcation identification for controlling invocation of said 

4 remote method, the remote method invocatiohsproviding a remote method server identifier, the 
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5 remote server identifier code devices [enabling] being configured to enable said computer to use the 

6 remote method server identifier as the server identification. 



30 (Amended). V stub retrieval and loading computer program product as defined in claim 27, the 
remote method in\pcation system fixrther including a nameserver [for providing] configured to 
provide a said serve\ identification, said remote server identifier code devices [enabling] being 
configured to enable said computer to initiate communication v^ith said nameserver to obtain the 
server identification for s^d remote method. 



1 31 (Amended). For use in connection with a remote method invocation system, a stub retrieval and 

2 loading subsystem for controlling the retrieval and loading of a stub for a remote method into an 

3 execution environment to facilitate invocation of the remote method by a program executing in said 

4 execution environment, the stub retrievaP^ubsystem comprising: 

5 A. a computer; and 

6 B. a control arrangement [for controlling] configured to control said computer, said control 

7 arrangement comprising: 

8 i. a stub retrieval module [for controlling configured to control said computer to 
* 9 initiate a retrieval of said stub from a setyer associated with processing of said 

10 remote method : and 

11 ii. a stub loader module [for controlling] configure(Kto control said computer to, when 

1 2 said stub is received in response to said stub retrievaknodule, load said stub into said 

13 execution environment, thereby to make the stub^vailable for use in remote 

1 4 invocation of said remote method. 
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32 (AmendedV A control arrangement for use in connection with a computer to control the retrieval 
and loading of a\tub for a remote method into an execution environment to facilitate invocation of 
the remote method Vy a program executing in said execution environment, said control arrangement 
comprising: \ 

i. a stub retrieval module [for controlling] configured to control said computer to initiate a 
retrieval of said stub from a server associated with processing of said remote method : and 

ii. a stub loader module [ibr controlling] configured to control said computer to, when said stub 
is received in response ro said stub retrieval module, load said stub into said execution 
environment, thereby to m^e the stub available for use in remote invocation of said remote 
method. \ 

33 (Amended). A system for distributing cod\stored on a computer readable medium and executable 
by a computer, the code including a plurality of modules each configured to control the computer 
to facilitate the retrieval and loading of a stub foVa remote method into an execution environment 
to facilitate invocation of the remote method by aprW-am executing in said execution environment, 
said system comprising: \ 

i. a stub retrieval module [for controUing] configured to control said computer to initiate a 
retrieval of said stub from a server associated with processing of said remote method :^and 

ii. a stub loader module [for controlling] configured to conVol said computer to, when said stub 
is received in response to said stub retrieval module, load said stub into said execution 
environment, thereby to make the stub available for use in rraiote invocation of said remote 
method. \ 
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